
   
                                                                                                            

Avon by-the-Sea Environmental Commission 
 

Gas Powered Leaf Blower Guidance 
 

With an increasing number of residents spending time at home working and studying, in conjunction 
with the use of powerful gas powered backpack blowers, some municipalities have chosen to ban gas 
powered leaf blowers during summer months outright.  It is our preference at this time to set 
reasonable expectations for noise levels, with the use of quieter equipment currently available that 
allows contractors and homeowners to still effectively perform this work.”  The NJDEP limit for noise 
exposure of residential occupancies due to commercial activities is 65 dBA. 
 
The purpose of the Avon by the Sea Residential Zone is to provide for the quiet and peaceful enjoyment 
of town residences. Consistent with this purpose the Avon by the Sea Environmental Commission has 
developed this guidance for use of gas powered leaf blowers in the municipality’s residential areas.  

 
 
 This guidance has been developed in consideration of how other towns are addressing leaf blower 
noise, Municipal and State regulation of noise, Industry and Equipment Manufacturer programs to 
reduce the noise of their leaf blower equipment and actual noise measurements of leaf blowers in use in 
Avon.   
 

1. All gas powered leaf blower users are requested to use the quietest leaf blowers available.,  
Ideally leaf blowers with a noise rating of less than 70 dB(A) ( as defined by ANSI B175.2).  
Manufacturers are required to mark their leaf blowers with this sound level.  The attachment to 
this guideline lists leaf blower models rated below 70dB, and their sound level. It also lists a 
sample of popular commercial models with noise ratings up to 112 dBA 

2. Leaf blower users are encouraged to only run the blower at the minimum throttle setting to do 
the job.  Rarely does a large backpack blower have to run at full throttle in a residential area to 
do the job. 

3. Users are asked to only use one blower at a time. There are exceptions when multiple blowers 
are a benefit, such as moving large piles of leaves, but most residential jobs can be done 
efficiently and effectively with one blower. 

 
 
 

  



   
 
 

Gas Powered Leaf Blower Noise Levels 

 

Make and Model Noise Rating (dBA) 

  
ECHO PB-255LN  64 
Stihl BG 66 L 65 
ECHO PB265LN 65 

Stihl BR 500 65 
ECHO PB-760LNH – 65 dB 65 
ECHO PB-760LNT 65 
Echo PB580T  70 
Makita EB5300TH 70 

Makita EB5300TH 70 

ECHO PB580 70 

ECHO PB770T 73 

MAKITA EB766TH 76 

ECHO PB9010T 80 

Husqvarna 360BT 95 

Husqvarna 5080BTS  100 

Husqvarna 580BTS Mark II 112 

  

  

  


